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Wasmuth Ernst Verlag Aug 2013, 2013. Taschenbuch. Book Condition: Neu. 294x220x12 mm. Neuware - Water
and land are the exuberant and predominant resources of Paraguay both for local economy as well as for
industry. Water and land are the foundations for the rural agriculture economy- still the primary source of
Paraguay's national income. Electricity generated from waterpower allows the population of about 6 million
people to be basically autonomous from other energy sources. A large surplus of energy is exported. Yet, the
majority of jobs are related to a rural economy rather than to an urban labor market of business services. The
unemployment rate is high, the number of long-term jobs is low, individual annual income steadily ranks on the
lowest levels worldwide. Remoteness on a local and international level characterizes the contact with and
within Paraguay. It is this taxing context in which architects Solano Benítez and Javier Corvalán are working.
With visionary clarity both architects alter conjectural detriments of scarcity and limitations into assets. With
straightforward frankness they demonstrate that necessity is the mother of invention and human creativity
remains a guarantee for culture. How to accomplish sustainability and suitability at all scales are the lessons to
be learnt from these architects. Although their works are distinctly diIerent artistic articulations it is the
cultural context and its interpretation that connects their actions. Solano Benítez' audacious brick structures
are hand craJed, rough, minimal and of strikingly beautiful elegance like the best engineering structures at all
times. The featured Abu & Font house earned him the prestigious Swiss BSI Architectural Award in 2008. Like
pioneers he and his team boldly conquer new fields of construction even if using familiar and traditional
products. Javier Corvalán's fine sense of observation results in incredibly stimulating and flexible spaces - be it
a private...
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