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illustrated. 1866. Excerpt: . . . intellectual pride; but the great mass have imbibed one and one only method of
acquiring Catholic truth. The Church, as they have been taught, in her full practical exhibition, is their one
infallible guide. They well know that, if they would learn their religion, they must open their heart unreservedly
to the Churchs full influence; study for their guidance those manuals and spiritual books which she places in
their hand; listen with docility to the instruction of her ministers; practise those duties which she prescribes in
the very form in which she prescribes them; labour, in one word, that that great body of truth may sink silently
and deeply into their heart, which her whole system of practice and discipline inculcates and implies. Now it is a
principle of Catholicism, that wherever the body of the faithful has unanimously imbibed one impression of
fundamental doctrine, a strong presumption arises of such impression being the true one. t But even otherwise-
-is there any one who would openly say that there is a royal road to religious truth that the highly cultivated
intellect is to seek it by a method, essentially different from that accessible to the ordinary believer that far less
deference is due to the Churchs practical guidance from the former than from the latter An affirmative answer
to this question is As the blood flows from the heart to the body through the veins; as the vital sap insinuates
itself into the whole tree,...
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