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influences that has shaped the politics, economics, and society of the modern period. But what do we mean by
modern war? What causes modern wars to begin? Why do people fight in them, why do they end, and what
have they achieved? In this accessible and compelling Very Short Introduction, Richard English explores the
assumptions we make about modern warfare and considers them against the backdrop of their historical
reality. Drawing on the wide literature available, including direct accounts of the experience of war, English
provides an authoritative account of modern war: its origins, evolution, dynamics, and current trends. ABOUT
THE SERIES: The Very Short Introductions series from Oxford University Press contains hundreds of titles in
almost every subject area. These pocket-sized books are the perfect way to get ahead in a new subject quickly.
Our expert authors combine facts, analysis, perspective, new ideas, and enthusiasm to make interesting and
challenging topics highly readable.
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