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shape, one spearheaded by Israels religious establishment. Many religious leaders in 21 Israel are firm
upholders of the concept of greater Israel. Defeat for the PLO. Something else troubled the Palestinians during
this period--the outcome of Israels 1982 invasion of Lebanon. The invasion was undertaken to drive the PLO
from bases on the Lebanese-Israeli border, and, although costly to Israel in terms of lives, it largely succeeded.
The PLO was driven off, not only from the border, but out of Lebanon to Tunis, across the Mediterranean. As a

consequence, the PLO lost its military option, seriously compromising its credibility. The loss became quickly
apparent when the Arab Summit convened in Amman, Jordan, in 1987. 22 The Palestinian problem was
virtually sidelined. Whereas in previous years Palestine had dominated the agendas of the Arab heads of state,
in 1987 the Iran-Irag War became the focus. Palestinians were shocked to find themselves ignored, if not
abandoned. Difficult Times in the Gulf. And finally there was the economic factor--after years of prosperity in
the Gulf, the price of oil, in the mid-1980s, dropped precipitously. This immediately affected the fortunes of the
Palestinians, inasmuch as their economy depended--along with jobs in Israel--on regular receipt of remittances
from family members working in the sheikhdoms. Indeed, under a plan previously worked out by the PLO, the
salaries of expatriate Palestinians were taxed by the Gulf monarchs, and the revenues 23 deposited directly into
the PLOs coffers. This tithing continued in the mid-1980s, but, as there were fewer Palestinians working in the...
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