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Charlotte Cushman, Ira Aldridge, Edwin Booth, Henry Irving, Ellen Terry, Edith Evans, Laurence Olivier, John
Gielgud, Ralph Richardson, Peggy Ashcroft, Janet Suzman, Judi Dench, lan McKellen, and Kenneth Branagh.
Individual chapters tell the story of their subjects' careers, but together these overlapping tales combine to offer
a succinct, actor-centred history of Shakespearian theatrical performance. Stanley Wells examines what it
takes to be a great Shakespeare actor and then offers a concise sketch of each actor's career in Shakespeare,
an assessment of their specific talents and claims to greatness, and an account, drawing on contemporary
reviews, biographies, anecdotes, and, for some of the more recent actors, the author's personal memories of
their most notable performances in Shakespeare roles.
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