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RareBooksClub. Paperback. Book Condition: New. This item is printed on demand. Paperback. 322 pages. LC
Number: KF27 . P8965 2006b OCLC Number: (OCoLC)84851334 Subject: Hazardous substances -- Transportation -
- United States -- Safety measures. Excerpt: . . . 2 Hazardous materials are critical to the operation of many
indus-tries, for example, the fertilizer used by our farmer contains ammo-nia, and the plastic in your childrens
toys have been made from liquid plastic resins. These commodities are both shipped by rail. Many water
treatment plants use chlorine to purify drinking water or decontaminate sewage. Again, chlorine moves almost
exclusively by railroad tank car. While we must remember that the shipment and use of hazard-ous materials is
not without risk, in the past several years we have had a number of tragic accidents where railroad employees
and local residents were injured or killed in hazmat incidents. While I favor taking all reasonable steps to reduce
the risk to the public, I want to make it clear that I do not think that allowing munici-palities to reroute trains is
a good idea. The rail system is not as extensive as a highway system, and diverting a train from one urban area
would just as likely send it through a number of other urban areas. The routing of trains is best handled at the
national, not local, level. There is no railroad beltway bypassing Washington, and the cost of constructing such
a track would be cost-prohibitive. Rerouting over existing tracks would force shipments to travel hundreds of
additional miles through dozens of communities. In some cases, hazmat trains would be forced to use lesser
quality tracks through more diFicult terrain, and rerouting would also cause additional congestion on a
national rail system already strained to capacity. In the end, the disruption caused by rerouting...
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