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Brand New Book ***** Print on Demand *****.Excerpt from The Votes and Speeches of Martin Van Buren: On
the Subjects of the Right of Suffrage, the Qualifications of Coloured Persons to Vote, and the Appointment or
Election of Justices of the Peace; In the Connection of the State of New York, (Assembled to Amend the
Constitution in 1821;) Dear Sir: It is my desire, if compatible with your duties, to obtain from the Secretary s
office a certified copy of the votes of Martin Van Buren in the New-York Convention, on the following subjects:
First. His vote on his opposition to any man voting unless he was a householder. Secondly. His vote on the
proposition to restrict the right of voting to white citizens; and Thirdly. His vote opposing the election of justices
of the peace by the people, and what he said directly on these subjects. If it is proper for you to give me such a
certificate, | want it properly authenticated; on the contrary, if the votes of Van Buren were in favor of universal
suffrage, in favor of elections of justices of the peace by the people, and opposed to free negroes voting, your
simple statement to that effect would be sufficient, and | would no longer urge the contrary against him as a
reason why he should not be re-elected. | live in that part of Missouri where Van Buren principles prevail, and it
is my desire to procure that kind of testimony that cannot be refuted. When such testimony as the above is
presented from newspapers or Hollands life, it is treated with contempt. You know whether it is your privilege to
furnish me with what I request,...
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