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.. 11 wars. | - 5 runs through the Puyallup Reservation and is known as a drug corridor. We have meth, crack
cocaine, oxycontin. Pierce County has at least 31 meth labs, the most in the State. We have drive-by shootings
on a weekly basis, unfortunately. Between December 2005 and March 2006, we had a particularly brutal spell
with 15 drive-by shootings on the reservation. Two of our tribal members were killed, one of them Joseph
Dillon, my grandson, who was an innocent bystander. He didnt belong to a gang. He was a graduate of our
tribal high school. Just before Christmas, a non-Native gang from the east side of Tacoma fired several shots
through the side of Joes mothers house. The shooters were probably after Joes cousin, Donald George-Oya.
Donald, who dropped out of high school after 10th grade, was affiliated with a gang called the Native Gangster
Crips. NGC was involved in a gang war with the Pirus, and the drive-by was an act of revenge. But as in the case
in many drive-by shootings, the shooters just aimed blindly into the house where they thought Donald lived, and
they fired. One shot hit Joe by mistake, killing him. At Joes funeral, the police arrested his younger brother, Dale
Oya, in connection with an earlier shooting. Then just weeks later, the Pirus found Donald riding his bike and
fired 29 rounds into his body. In a matter of weeks, this family...
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