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Population, Hotels, Cafes, Garages, and Service Stations and a Digest of Laws Governing Auto Traffic in Each
State; Also an Index Containing Boston has a population of more than 750,000 and is ranked seventh among
cities of the United States. The real Boston, however, contains more than twice that number of people, for
within a radius of twelve miles from the State House there is a population of 1,900,000. The Metropolitan District
is made up of forty cities and towns, under separate governments yet sharing the benefits and expenses of
parks, water supply, and sewage system. Boston was founded in 1630 and incorporated as a city in 1822. It was
originally an irregular peninsula extending into the basin and connected with the mainland by a neck so
narrow that there was barely room for a road over it, and so low that water often covered it at high tide. It was
gradually extended, and the filled-in land now has an acreage greater than that of the original part. This made
land includes the entire Back Bay region and much of the lower part of the city; for the tide once flowed nearly
up to Devonshire St. through Dock Sq., and quite to Park Sq. along Charles St. The crooked streets and narrow
alleys of the old part of Boston are a subject for jest to the stranger, but the true Bostonian loves the irregular
lines and the many short cuts. Some effort at regularity was made even when the town wasin its...
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