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illustrated. 1895 edition. Excerpt: . . . with self. The creation by God is something very different from the act of
proceeding from God, or from the idea of the world proceeding out of God. All peoples have had theogonies,
or, what comes to the same thing, cosmogonies. In these the fundamental category is always procession, not
the fact of something being created. It is out of Brahma that the gods proceed, while in the cosmogonies of the
Greeks, the highest, the most spiritual gods are those which have finally proceeded from some source, which
have been the last so to proceed. This poor category of procession now disappears, for the Good, Absolute
Power, is a Subject. This procession does not express the true character of what is created. What thus proceeds
is what exists, what actually is, and in such a way that the Ground or Essence from which it proceeds is thought
of as the unessential element which has disappeared in something higher. What proceeds out of God is not
thought of as something created, but as something independent, selfsubsistent, not as something which has no
inherent inJ VOL. Il. M dependence. This, therefore, is the form taken by the Divine self-determination, the mode
of particularisation. It cannot blunder, for wisdom is necessary to the very idea of it. It is not, however, any kind
of particularisation of God in Himself, otherwise God would be known as Spirit. The particularisation, just
because God is One, attaches to the other...
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